
CITY OF OAKLAND 
BID SPECIFICATION FOR THE TIDEWATER SEWAGE PUMP STATION 

OAKLAND, CA  
 

In this example, the pump station specification was added to the City’s Project Special Provisions 
that are used for every project that goes out to bid. 

The highlights of this specification are: 

1. The pump station is specified as a “complete, pre-designed, package pump station”.   
 
- This language ensures that the complete pumping system will not be “broken up” into 

separate components. 
 

2. “All bids must propose the delivery and installation of a Romtec Utilities pre-designed, 
package submersible sanitary sewer pump station or equivalent complete system, in full 
compliance with all specifications and drawings provided and the Scope of Supply and 
Design Submittal in Attachment 12 of this contract document.” 
 
- This statement ensures that any “or equal” proposals will completely match the 

pumping system as designed and by Romtec Utilities.  The customer (in this case the 
City of Oakland) will eventually receive the exact pumping system as specified. 
 

3. “Proposals for any equal pump station package must be submitted to the City for approval 
prior to the bid opening date. 
 
- This statement allows the City and its reviewing engineer to review any “equal” 

packages, before award, to determine if they completely match the Romtec Utilities 
scope of supply and services as shown in the Romtec Utilities Scope of Supply and 
Design Submittal.   
 
Note: This language is made better by including a deadline, before the bid date 

(normally 10 or 15 days) for the submission of “equal” packages. 
 

4. The lift station is specified to be “the latest standard product of a manufacturer regularly 
engaged and having at least 5 years of experience in the production of pre-packaged 
submersible pump stations”. 
 
- This statement ensures that the lift station will be supplied by an experienced package 

pump station manufacturer. 
 

5. Finally, the description of the scope of work for this project is excellent.  It describes, in 
great detail, the responsibilities of the contractor and the supplier for the project. 
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